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1. S - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. MFA AMERICAN AND OCEANIAN AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT DEPUTY
DIRECTOR JI CHAOZHU'S RESPONSE TO THE E/C COUNSELOR’S
DEMARCHE CONCERNING THE PRC’S OCTOBER 16 ATMOSPHERIC
NUCLEAR TEST, AS REPORTED IN REF B, ALSO INCLUDED

THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT, WHICH WE ARE REPORTING
SEPARATELY .

3. AFTER NOTING THAT THE PRC WOULD CONTINUE

ATMOSPHERIC TESTING UNTIL SUCH TIME AS UNDERGROUND

TESTS WERE FEASIBLE, JI ADDED:

AS THE USG IS AWARE, CHINA HAS SOUGHT U.S. ASSISTANCE

IN DEVELOPING THE CAPACITY TO CONDUCT UNDERGROUND

TESTS IN CHINA. IF THE U.S. WERE PREPARED TO PROVIDE
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THE REQUESTED ASSISTANCE, CHINA COULD POSSIBLY

ACCELERATE ITS SCHEDULE FOR BEGINNING UNDERGROUND
TESTING AND OBVIATE THE NEED FOR ATMOSPHERIC TESTING.
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